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the straps can slide more freely relative to each other. For 
example, the instep pad 46 can easily slide beneath the 
medial strap 44 as the ratchet mechanism 48 is used to 
tighten the straps. This helps to minimize friction between 
the straps and the sports boot upper that could create 
unwanted and uncomfortable pressure points. Furthermore, 
such a snowboard boot strap mounting system permits the 
easy replacement of any strap, such as medial strap 44, if it 
becomes worn or damaged. 

An embodiment of the invention has been described. 
Nevertheless, it will be understood that various modifica- 
tions may be made without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. For example, more than three mount- 
ing holes could be utilized to offer more mounting choices 
to a rider, and the strap anchor could be attached to other 
portions or areas of an upper of a snowboard boot. Accord- 
ingly, other embodiments are within the scope of the fol- 
lowing claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. A snowboard boot strap mounting system comprising: 
an ankle strap arrangement including an instep pad; 

a first strap anchor operatively associated with the ankle 
strap arrangement, and having a raised portion with a 
height equal to at least seventy-five percent of the 
combined thickness of an ankle strap and the instep pad 
to provide sufficient space for the instep pad to slide 
beneath the ankle strap, and wherein the strap anchor 
raised portion comprises at least three separate mount- 
ing locations, the strap anchor including a base portion 
for attachment to a snowboard boot upper and the ankle 
strap arrangement having a first distal end for attach- 
ment to the first strap anchor; and 

a fastener device for connecting the first distal end of the 
ankle strap arrangement to the first strap anchor by 
mating with a selected mounting location. 

2. The system of claim 1 wherein the first strap anchor is 
attached to the medial side of the snowboard boot upper and 
a second distal end of the strap arrangement is connected to 
the lateral side of the snowboard boot upper. 

3. The system of claim 1 further comprising a second strap 
anchor having a raised portion with a height equal to at least 
seventy-five percent of the combined thickness of the ankle 
strap and the instep pad, wherein the raised portion com- 
prises at least three separate mounting locations, and a base 
portion for attachment to the snowboard boot upper. 

4. The system of claim 3 wherein the second strap anchor 
is attached to the lateral side of the snowboard boot upper 
and a second distal end of the strap arrangement is config- 
ured for attachment to a selected mounting location of the 
second strap anchor. 

5. The system of claim 1 wherein at least one mounting 
location includes a sleeve for receiving a fastener device. 



6. The system of claim 1 wherein at least one mounting 
location includes a means for receiving a tool-less fastener 
device. 

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the first strap anchor 
5 raised portion has a height that is equal to at least seventy- 
five percent of the combined thickness of at least two straps 
of the ankle strap arrangement. 

8. A snowboard boot comprising: 
10 an outsole; 

an upper connected to the outsole; 

an ankle strap arrangement including (andjnstep pad 
arranged to overlie the upper and having first and 
second distal ends attached to first and second attach- 
ment locations, the ankle strap arrangement having an 
adjustable length; and 
at least one strap anchor that includes a raised portion with 
a height equal to at least seventy-five percent of the 
combined thickness of an ankle strap and the instep pad 
to provide sufficient space for the instep pad to slide 
beneath the ankle strap and comprising at least three 
separate mounting locations, and a thin base portion, 
the strap anchor affixed to the boot upper in at least one 
of the first and second attachment locations; 
wherein at least one of the distal ends of the ankle strap 
is removably mounted to a selected mounting location 
of the strap anchor. 

9. The snowboard boot of claim 8 further comprising a 
30 fastener device for connecting the first distal end of the ankle 

strap arrangement to the strap anchor by mating with a 
selected mounting location. 

10. The snowboard boot of claim 8 further comprising a 
second strap anchor having a raised portion with height 
equal to at least seventy-five percent of the combined 
thickness of the ankle strap and instep pad and comprising 
at least three separate mounting locations, and a base portion 
attached to the other of the first and second attachment 
locations. 

11. The snowboard boot of claim 8 wherein at least one 
mounting location includes a sleeve for receiving a fastener 
device. 

12. The snowboard boot of claim 8 wherein at least one 
mounting location includes a means for receiving a tool-less 
fastener device. 

13. The snowboard boot of claim 8 wherein the strap 
anchor raised portion has a height that is equal to at least 
seventy-five percent of the combined thickness of at least 

50 two straps of the ankle strap arrangement. 
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